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O TOP SIGHTS

PARLIAMENT

Hungary's Parliament stretches for
268m along the Danube. Visit by
guided tour and see the Domed Hall
and Crown of St Stephen. (Orszaghaz;
www.hungarianparliament.com; V Kossuth
Lajos tér 1-3; &8am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm
Sat, to 2pm Sun; (MIM2 Kossuth Lajos

tér; [@2)

HISTORY BUFFS

BUDAPEST SHORT LIST

GELLERT BATHS

Soaking in the thermal waters of
the art nouveau Gellért Baths is like
bathing in a cathedral. The eight
thermal pools (one outdoors) range
in temperature from 19°C to 38°C.
(Gellért Gyogyfiirds; www.gellertbath.
hu; XI Kelenhegyi at 4; &6am-8pm; (@7,
86(a); 18,19, 47,49)

HUNGARIAN STATE
OPERA HOUSE

Designed by Miklés Ybl in 1884, this
neo-Renaissance building is among
the most beautiful structures in
Budapest. If you cannot attend a per-
formance, join one of the three daily
tours. ((21-332 8197; www.operavisit.hu;
VI Andréssy at 22; &tours in English 2pm,
3pm & 4pm; (M/M1 Opera)

This renovated museum walks you
through Budapest history painlessly.

The story of Hungarian

Jewry from the time of the Romans until the Holocaust.

Budapest's first romkocsma (ruin
pub) is firmly on the drinking-tourists’ trail, but remains a

landmark place for a drink.

Dating back ﬁm

HEROES’ SQUARE GREAT SYNAGOGUE

Europe’s largest Jewish house of
worship, the Moorish-style Great
Synagogue is next to the Hungarian
Jewish Museum and Holocaust Me-
morial. (www.dohany-zsinagoga.hu; VII

) o > o . Dohany utca 2-8; &10am-6pm Sun-Thu,
%Tlté)g;el' (HOs0k tere; WML H6sok tere; to 4pm Fri Mar-Oct, 10am-4pm Sun-Thu, to
2pm Fri Nov-Feb; (MM2 Astoria; (@47, 49)

Heroes’ Sq is the largest and most
symbolic square in Budapest, and
contains the Millenary Monument
(Ezeréves emlékm(i), a 36m-high
pillar topped by a golden Archangel

SZECHENYI
CHAIN BRIDGE

One of the most striking bridges in
Budapest, Széchenyi Chain Bridge is
particularly beautiful when lit up at
night. (Széchenyi lanchid; (@16, (&) 19,41)

Janos utca)

Built in 1566, these are the most Turkish

of all the baths in Budapest.

BASILICA OF
ST STEPHEN

This neoclassical gem that took
more than half a century to complete
contains arich treasury of ecclesi-
astical objects. Don't miss the holy
right hand of King St Stephen. (www.
basilica.hu; V Szent Istvan tér; &9am-7pm
Mon-Sat, 745am-7pm Sun; (MIM3 Arany

View historical events
captured forever by some of the nation's greatest artists.

This theatre presents operettas,

which are always a riot.

Afin-de-siecle stunner with
Hungarian and Transylvanian specialities.

A L

ANDRASSY UT

Andréssy ut, an elegant, leafy
boulevard stretching 2.5km, has
been given a place on Unesco's
World Heritage List. Along the way
are museums, cafes and architec-
tural marvels, but perhaps its most
important sight comes at the end, in
the form of Heroes' Sq.

GETTING AROUND

TRANSPORT

The quickest but least
scenic way to get around. Runs
4am to about 11.15pm.

ROYAL PALACE

Budapest's single most-visited

site has been home to kings and
queens, occupiers like the Turks and
rulers like the Habsburgs. Must-see
museums, the national library and
countless monuments crown Castle
Hill. (Kiralyi Palota; | Szent Gyorgy tér;
[R16, 16A, 116; [@ISikI6)

SZECHENYI BATHS

City Park’s gigantic ‘wedding cake’
building houses a dozen thermal
baths and five swimming pools. The
atmosphere is sparkling clean and
the water warm - up to 38°C. (Széche-
nyi Gyogyfiirdé; www.szechenyibath.hu;
XIV Allatkerti korat 9-11; &6am-10pm;
[MM1 Széchenyi fiird6)

Extensive network of regular buses runs from around
4.15am to between 9pm and 11.30pm; from 11.30pm to
just after 4am a network of 41 night buses (three digits

beginning with '9") kicks in.

Faster and more pleasant for sightseeing than buses;
a network of 30 lines. Tram 6 runs overnight.

A WAL

CASTLE HI

There’s no bette
Budapest than ¢
neighbourhood

defines this deli
chitecture, fabu
in spades.

Start Széll Kalm
Distance 1.2km
Duration 2 hou
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